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priation. The co-operative movement has retained the
character, what I might almost venture to call the kindly
character, of French Socialism before 1848."*
Like the pre-Marxian Socialist, the co-operator does
not believe that society can "come to a desirable state of
things unless it reacts against the natural order with a
rational and well-thought-out system . . . and he holds
even more strongly than the Socialists of whom I have
been speaking that the system must be in the form of an
association."* Finally, co-operators and the earlier Social-
ists are in agreement as to altering the rights of property,
that is, to abolish the appropriation of capitalist profit;
the dividend on purchases, in fact, does away with the
dividend on capital. Thus "co-operation is very close to
French Socialism of last century—so close that one
might even say that it is its most faithful expression at
the present time."3
In comparison with such a similarity of ideas, the
differences between the two schools are relatively slight.
The first is that co-operation has not, as have the Fouriers
and Proudhons, a plan for the integral reconstruction of
society, in which they offered a weak spot to the merciless
criticism of Karl Marx, who made cruel sport of the
Utopian ideas of his Socialist predecessors. Co-operation
has nothing Utopian about it, since it limits its aspira-
tions to a steady extension of membership in the hope of
eventually reaching a position of prime importance in the
economic system.
But there is one divergence that goes deeper. The
associational Socialists, like all Socialists of every age,
considered man solely as producer. The co-operators
whose doctrine is being examined here think of him
only as consumer; for the interests of the consumer are
those of the whole community or at least tend to be
identical with them.4 To transfer economic control from
* Giife: Le Programme €ooptra&te. Lectures delivered at the College de
France, 1923-24, second edition, p, 54. * Ibid^ p. 55. 3 /&'</., p. 56.
f On this point co-operative doctrine seems to call for certain reservations,
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